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January 31, 2020                                                  Public Service Announcement 

Super Bowl Cooking Fire Safety 
 

EL PASO, Texas – Kitchen fires are the leading cause of home fires and fire injuries. Unattended cooking 
accounts for 33% of these fires.  
 
There are a variety of situations that lead to unattended cooking fires. The most common is when the 
cook becomes distracted and leaves the kitchen. The most common distractions are attending to children, 
answering phone calls, watching television and answering doorbells. 
 
In order to reduce the risk of a cooking fire, the EPFD is providing the following fire safety advice: 
 

• Stay in the kitchen, don’t leave cooking food unattended. 
• Wear short or tight-fitting sleeves. Long loose sleeves are more likely to catch on fire or get caught on pot 

handles. 
• Establish a “Children and pet-free zone” of at least 3 feet around any stoves or grills. Turn pot handles 

inward to prevent burns caused by overturning or spills. 
• Keep the area around the stove clear of towels, papers, pot holders or anything that could burn. 
• Regularly clean your cooking equipment so that there are no cooking materials, food items or grease 

accumulation that could start a fire. 
• Be on alert! If you are sleepy or have consumed alcohol, avoid the use of any grills, stoves, etc. 
• If grilling, keep your grill at least 3 feet from any siding, deck rails and eaves. Never add charcoal fluid or 

any other flammable liquids to the fire. 
• By city ordinance, charcoal burners and other open-flame cooking devices cannot be operated on balconies. 
• After you are done grilling, let the coals completely cool off and then place them in a metal container with 

a lid. 
• If a fire starts in your home, get out and call 9-1-1 from a safe location. DO NOT go back into a burning 

building.  

By having an early alert from a smoke alarm, you can gain valuable minutes to evacuate safely. If you 
do not have a working smoke alarm at home, the EPFD can provide and install them for you at no cost. 
Simply dial 3-1-1 or visit elpasofire.org to submit your request. 
 
For more information about the El Paso Fire Department and updates, residents are encouraged to visit 
us at elpasofire.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  
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